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Is war a man-made 
public health problem?
Wars and armed conflicts have 
devastating consequences for the 
physical and mental health of all 
people involved, for the social life 
within and surrounding the war-
affected regions, and for the health 
of the environment. Wars destroy 
health infrastructure, undoing 
years of health advancement, and 
severely compromise health systems’ 
capacity to respond to the direct 
and indirect health consequences 
of fighting. Millions of people have 
been internally displaced or forced 
to flee their countries because of 
armed conflict. Forced migration 
creates further physical and mental 
health problems during transit, in 
enforced encampment, and because 
of restricted entitlement to health 
care in countries hosting refugees.1–3 
The disastrous effects might last 
for generations to come. In short, 
war is a man-made public health 
problem.

In January, 2018, following the 
Turkish Government’s announcement 
of a military operation in Afrin, Syria, 
the Turkish Medical Association (TMA) 
issued a public statement, declaring 
that “war is a man-made public health 
problem”.4 As Sharmila Devi reports,5 
11 TMA members (five of them 
from TMA’s central council) were 
subsequently put on trial and 
sentenced to 20 months in prison 
with the charge of inciting hatred and 
hostility.

The Association of Schools of 
Public Health in Europe (ASPHER) 
represents 119 schools of public health 
in 43 countries. ASPHER recognises 
the unequivocal evidence that war is 
a man-made public health problem. 
ASPHER is committed to direct the 
attention of the public and of policy 
makers to the irrevocable damage 
armed conflicts inflict on population 
health. Consequently, ASPHER stands 
in solidarity with the convicted TMA 
members. 
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