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Thisis ASPHER ’s weekly surveillance report. We hope it is complementary to other resources such as ECDC
and Our World in Data, where the reader can go for more detailed information. Please give us your feedback:
is the presentation helpful to you and your colleagues? What other information would you like to see init?

Key messages

e The overall epidemiological situation in the EU/EEA region is characterised by a high overall case
notification rate and a slowly increasing death rate. Increasing case notification rates and an
epidemiological situation of high or very high concern are now observed, particularly in western
and northern parts of the EU/EEA (link).

e  Of 29 countries with data on hospital or ICU admissions or occupancy up to week 49 (week ending
Sunday 12 December 2021), 12 reported an increasing trend in at least one of these indicators
compared to the previous week (link). The forecasts predict stable trends in hospital admissions and
decreasing trends in ICU admissions (link).

e  Community-associated spread of the Omicron VOC is occurring in the EU/EEA and the Omicron
VOC will probably become dominant in early 2022. The ECDC recommends a rapid reintroduction
and strengthening of NPIs to reduce the ongoing Delta VOC transmission, slow down the spread of
the Omicron VOC, and keep the COVID-19-related healthcare and disease burden manageable.

(link).

ASPHER recognizes the importance of following non-pharmacological interventions as well as achieving a
high level of vaccine uptake. Vaccine hesitancy is a major pitfall stemming from the improvement in the
vaccination rate particularly in Eastern parts of Europe. Mistrust in vaccines and false information are the
driving factors for the population’s low vaccine uptake. It is vital to address distrust to better handle the low
vaccination rate. The decision regarding the idea of implementing mandatory vaccine passports and
validation of these certificates should be made more clearer for the smooth operation of the process.

The current situation demands international consensus on a long-term strategy to minimize the
transmission of virus variants, not only by rapid vaccination but also by increasing vaccine confidence
and improving accessibility to vaccines to prevent further waves. Despite vaccination status, non-
pharmaceutical interventions which complement vaccination must be followed.


mailto:john.middleton@aspher.org
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/covid-19/country-overviews
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/covid-19/country-overviews
https://covid19forecasthub.eu/
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/covid-19-assessment-further-emergence-omicron-18th-risk-assessment
https://researchonline.lshtm.ac.uk/id/eprint/4659581/1/s12916-020-01872-8.pdf

ASPHER remains concerned that countries are unprepared and complacent about the responses that will
be needed by health services and public health authorities this autumn. Read our statement here.

Rolling 7-day average of latest daily newly confirmed coronavirus cases, deaths, and proportion of
people fully vaccinated against COVID-19 in the countries of the WHO-Europe region (data).
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Weekly deaths in 2021 and 2020 compared to the average in 2015-2019 in selected countries (data).
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https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus

Rolling 7-day average of daily new confirmed COVID-19 cases and daily new confirmed COVID-19
deaths in sub-regions of Europe from until 20t December 2021 (data).
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South-East region
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Central Europe

Rolling 7-day average of daily newly confirmed COVID-19 cases'million people
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Baltics and Nordic Countries

Rolling 7-day average of daily newly confirmed COVID-19 cases'million people
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North-Western Europe

Rolling 7-day average of daily newly confirmed COVID-19 cases'million people
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Central Asia

Rolling 7-day average of daily newly confirmed COVID-19 cases'million people
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